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Arranged for Concert Band by Steven Light

Shape notes are a music notation designed to facilitate singing. The notation, introduced in 1801, was a popular
teaching device in American singing schools. Shapes were added to the note heads in written music to help singers

find pitches within major and minor scales without the use of more complex information found in key signatures on
the staff.

Shape note singing originated in New England, was practiced primarily in the Southern region of the United States
for many years, and for the last 50 years has been experiencing a renaissance in other locations as well.

The idea behind shape notes is that the parts of a vocal work can be learned more quickly and easily if the music is
printed in shapes that match up with the solfége syllables. For instance, in the four-shape tradition used in the
“Sacred Harp” and elsewhere, the notes of a C major scale are notated and sung as follows:
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The first three notes of a major scale — fa, sol, la — are each a whole step apart. The fourth to sixth notes are also a
whole step apart and are also fa, sol, la. The seventh and eighth notes, being separated by a half step, are indicated
mi-fa. This means that just four shape notes can adequately reflect the "feel" and intervals of the whole scale.

This style of singing is often called “sacred harp” singing because the books that most singers use today are called
“The Sacred Harp,” with the most prominent of these being the 1991 Denson edition. The term “sacred harp” refers
to the human voice — that is, the musical instrument you were born with.

Sacred harp, or "shape note" singing, is a uniquely American tradition that brings communities together to sing four-
part hymns and anthems. It is a proudly inclusive and democratic part of our shared cultural heritage. Here is Page
455, Soar Away from the "Sacred Harp", 1991 edition:

SOAR AWAY. P.M. 455

then wauld | fly away and be at rest.” - Ps. 55:6

D Minor Collection of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1814, A.M. Cagle, 1935,
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Parts:
Flute 1 Trumpet 1 in Bb
Flute 2 Trumpet 2 in Bb
Oboe Trumpet 3 in Bb
Bassoon Horn 1in F
Clarinet 1 in Bb Horn 2 in F
Clarinet 2 in Bb Trombone 1
Clarinet 3 in Bb Trombone 2
Bass Clarinet in Bb Euphonium
Alto Saxophone 1 Tuba
Alto Saxophone 2 Contrabass
Tenor Saxophone Timpani
Baritone Saxophone Glockenspiel
Percussion

(Snare, Tom, Tamb., BD)

Program Notes

Soar Away

Soar Away is typically sung in a very strong and forceful, full voice style. The accents and dynamics in this instrumentation are meant
to emulate that singing style. The piece is unusual in that it changes tempo and meter between the two sections. It is a favorite of
"singing conventions" where many singers get together and sit in a big square - one voice part on a side - with the leader standing in the
middle (which is the best place to experience the power of the group's singing).

Sweet Prospect

Sweet Prospect, in a lilting triple meter, homophonic (all parts with the same rhythms) style is one of the sweetest tunes in the Sacred
Harp. This arrangement for woodwinds (flutes, oboe, clarinets, bass clarinet and bassoon) explores the composition's harmonies by
first presenting the soprano and tenor lines (flutes), then the alto, tenor and bass lines (clarinets) and then the complete 4-part piece.

Pacific & Daniels

Pacific and Daniels are more contemporary compositions in the shape note style. Glen Wright (Pacific) is from the Boston area and is
author of several shape note style songs. He sings in Norumbega Harmony, a group devoted to shape note music. Neely Bruce
(Daniels) is a composer and professor of American Music at Wesleyan University and was chair of the first New England Sacred Harp
Convention. Both pieces are "fuging" tunes - a compositional style where the second section of the piece is written in a contrapuntal,
fugal style. These two pieces are arranged for Saxophone Quartet with no break in between.

Idumea

Idumea, pronounced Id-u-MAY-a in the north and sometimes I-DU-me-a in the south, is another hymn that is mostly homophonic
and very powerful. This arrangement, for Brass, also explores the simple yet quite rich harmonies by adding one part at a time. First
comes the melody alone which is set in the tenor line, then bass, alto, and soprano, respectively.

Northfield

Jermiah Ingalls was born in Massachusetts, but lived in Vermont his entire adult life. He was the first choir director of the Newbury,
VT Congregational church. Northfield represents the Shape Note tradition before it left New England and traveled south. It is a
quintessential shape note fuging tune; simple, exciting and joyful. In this arrangement we hear elements of the composition first as a
fantasy, then in drum corp style moving on to a vocal rendition written using the original 4 "shapes" and sung with the syllables: fa, so,
la and mi. It ends with a full band treatment emulating the power and joy inherent in the piece and at shape note sings.
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Glen Wright, ca. 1995
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arr. S. Light

A.M. Cagle, 1935
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Snare Drum Fa SO La!
Anthems, Hymns and Fuging Tunes from the American Shape Note Tradition
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I1. Sweet PE8spect
for Woodwind Chorr

William Walker, 1833
arr. S. Light, 2015

Sweetly.=66
TACET
III. Contemporary Fuging Tunes
for Sax Quartet Glen Wright, ca. 1995
arr. S. Light, 2015
; 4=90
. TACET
IV. Idumea
f01" Brass ChOi?" A. Davidson, 1817
arr. S. Light, 2015
; Intensely J=110
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V. Northfield
Jeremiah Ingalls, 1804
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Tenor Drum

I. Soar Away
Fa So La!

Anthems, Hymns and Fuging Tunes from the American Shape Note Tradition
A.M. Cagle, 1935
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II. Sweet Prospect

for Woodwind Chorr B
William Walker, 1833
arr. S. Light, 2015
szeeﬂy"“ ITI. ContemporasysFuging Tunes
o for Sax Quartet Glen Wright, ca. 19I9:
J arr. S. Light, 2015
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Tambourine

I. Soar Away
Fa So La!
A.M. Cagle, 1935
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II. Sweet Prospect
for Woodwind Chorr

William Walker, 1833
arr. S. Light, 2015

Sweetly.=66
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n A for Sax Quartet -

Glen Wright, ca. 1995
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Bass Drum

I. Soar Away
Fa So La!
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Fa So La!

Anthems, Hymns and Fuging Tunes from the American Shape Note Tradition

Glockenspiel
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Glockenspiel
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arr. S. Light, 2015

Sweetly
5 J=66 TACET
(\!?V 1 | 14
III. Contemporary Fuging Tunes
for Sax Quartet
Glen Wright, ca. 1995
arr. S. Light, 2015
;. 4=90
9 o TACET b
&5 p
[Y)

IV. Idumea

for Brass ChOl?" A. Davidson, 1817
arr. S. Light, 2015

; Intensely J=110
TACET

]
192

I
h
P

V. Northfield

Jeremiah Ingalls, 1804
arr. S. Light, 2015

J 1 J=100 [A it. _
1 noylous y 16 13 ri

9]

I

N
T

T y .
1 % I
I
S

7T
TN

TR
0o}
e

P’ A
g\ _H
v Y

AN 3

)

oy

~

34 J=76 acce5l._ . J=96 g @ S

|
D
g\ H (1 |
vV U1 1 1




sol

fa

la

fa fa sol

mi

sol

sol

Glockenspiel

fa

la

sol

sol

la

J=100
|
Fa fa
1

]

P A

r ()

Sing

mi

sol
fa

sol
sol
la

la

sol
sol
sol

sol
sol
sol
sol
sol
fa

sol
la

fa
fa
la

sol

fa
la
sol
sol

sol
sol

mi

sol
la
fa
la
sol
fa
fa
la
sol
fa
fa

[1.

sol
la
fa
sol
fa
fa

sol
sol
sol

sol
fa
fa

sol
sol
sol

;
la
fa
fa
.
fa
fa

sol
sol
sol
sol
sol
sol
sol

sol
la
la
la

sol

la

fa
sol
sol

la

la
fa
fa
sol
sol
17
sol
fa

fa

fa

sol
(2nd time)
(2nd time)
(2nd time)

sol
sol
(2nd time)
la
sol
sol
fa

la

la

la
fa
la

sol
sol
sol
sol

fa
fa
sol
la

fa

sol
sol
fa
la

fa

Sol
O
Fa
7]
Fa
/A i
| 1
| i
A i
| 1D
| i
| i
1D
1]
fa
la
sol
1
fa
fa

v 4
7
y 4
75
v i

)

o)




Glockenspiel

371 JZIOO

~
o

X

384

9]

[ fan N

mf

V.
y 4N =) >y
G s
[Y) [ [
S

405 @

—

)

T
i
* ¥

f T T
| | |
~"

rit. _

409




Soprano

I. Soar Away
Fa So La!

Anthems, Hymns and Fuging Tunes from the American Shape Note Tradition
A.M. Cagle, 1935
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Alto
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