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Balkans

Music from the Southeastern region of Europe known as the Balkans which include the countries of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovenia and part of Turkey, is characterized by its use of
compound meters or uneven rhythmic groupings and fast ornamentation. In addition much of the vocal music of the region includes very
close (dissonant) harmonies sung in a strong vocal style. In these 4 pieces, however, the harmonies are characterized by 3rds and 6ths. When
you see 16th notes figures this represents a written out, quick ornament, usually the written note, a note above or below then the following
written note, much like a “mordent” in Baroque music. These ornaments have been notated to make playing them easier but if it is necessary
to leave some out simply play the first 16th note of a pair as an 8th note.

At first, thythmic groupings like 7/8, 11/8 and 15/8 seem odd to our “western” ears but with some continued listening and experience they
can become just as familiar and comfortable as our 4/4. All compound meters can be broken down into groups of 2 or 3 8th notes; with the
8th note beat constant. The groupings for each piece are indicated at the beginning, however at fast tempos, counting 1-2, 1-2, 1-2, 1-2-3, 1-2
(or 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8-9, 10-11), becomes unwieldy. As in our “Cut-time”, counting the larger groupings can be helpful. But there is no
substitute for listening and practicing the groupings!
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This suite contains four selections chosen for their contrasting styles, tempos and meters.

Jovano, Jovanke is a Macedonian song about two young lovers separated by their disapproving parents. The song mentions the Vardar River
which runs through present-day Macedonia and Greece. It is a good introduction to compound meters as it is relatively slow in 7/8 with a
grouping of 3 and then two 2’s (1-2-3, 1-2, 1-2).

Buchimish is a kind of circle dance always in 15/8. The groupings are 2, 2, 2, 2, 3, 2, 2 - like a measure of 4/4 (8/8) plus 7/8 (as in Jovano).
Kanjat Me, Mamo is a beautiful, slow Bulgarian folksong. The translation is, “I’ve been invited to a wedding, Mama”. It is mostly in 4/4
with an occasional measure of 3/4 which gives it a slightly arhythmic feel.

Gankino Horo is another Bulgarian circle dance, this kind in 11/8. The groupings are 2, 2, 3, 2, 2. There is a strong tradition of brass bands
in the Balkans. This piece adheres closely to that style.
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1. Jovano, Jovanke

Steven Light

Traditional Macedonian Song
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe

Bassoon

Clarinet in Bb 1

Clarinet in Bb 2

Clarinet in Bb 3

Bass Clarinet

in Bb

Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Trumpet in Bb 3

HominF 1

Hormnin F 2

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Euphonium

Tuba

Bass Guitar

Timpani

Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Tom-toms

Cymbals

Triangle

Glockenspiel

Vibraphone
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Tradition Bulgarian Song

III. Kanjat Me, Mama

Steven Light
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Traditional Bulgarian Dance

Steven Light
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Snare Drum

4

I11. K%%E Mg, Mama

Tradition Bulgarian Song
Steven Light

] /=80 Cantabile, expressively
TACET

np_——m—

IV. Gankino Horo

2+2+3+2+2 Traditional Bulgarian Dance

Vivo « = 200 (D.C. optional)
=
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Bass Drum Balkan Time
Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band

I. Jovano, Jovanke

Traditional Macedonian Song

: Steven Light
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Bass Drum




Bass Drum

ILg3uchipish 3
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Bass Drum

4 1. Kayat MemMama

Tradition Bulgarian Song
Steven Light

] /=80 Cantabile, expressively
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I'V. Gankino Horo

SEARIR Traditional Bulgarian Dance
Vivo J =200 (D.C. optional) Steven Light
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Balkan Time

Tom-toms
Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band
I. Jovano, Jovanke
34242 Jad+d Traditional Macedonian Song
Steven Light
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Tom-toms
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Tom-toms
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Tom-toms

] /=80 Cantabile, expressively
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Tradition Bulgarian Song
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Cymbals Balkan Tlme

Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band

I. Jovano, Jovanke

Traditional Macedonian Song
Steven Light
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IL. Bychimis

Cymbals

Steven Light

Traditional Bulgarian Dance

[2+2+2+2 + 3+2+2]

1 J=200

X

1/

1/

R

1/

1/

1/

1/

1/

1/

11
[ 1|
| I |

1/

14

1/

1/

I/

17

I/

1/

19

33

1/

1/

35

Fine
choke

D.S. al Fine




Cymbals

1. Ka@%Mfg Mama 3
Tradition Bulgarian Song
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Triangle/Tambourine

Balkan Time

Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band

gt
=
SRR (aN
IS
55 |
g9 i
g5
eS o
2
s 0N
=
[ >
.8
=
o]
s
T
a
-
(O]
i/
=
<
>
o
J
m,
S I
o
J
—_
[«
—
+| &
| e
|ﬂ
o
+
(@]
L_l
on
. ')
=
)

30[BJ
H

10

34

4D

10

Yy & v o v

Y 2

Yy &~ vy o v

Y 2

Y & v o v

Y 2

Yy &~ vy o v

60

Y& ¥ < Y

<
PN

Y & vy & v

Y 2

Y v ¢y o gy

Y 2

4

T

Y& ¥ < Y

<
PN

Y & vy & v

Y 2

Y & v &~ ¢

Y 2

S
D]

Y& ¥V < ¢

Y ]
PN

Y & ¢y &~ v

Y 2

Y vy o gy

A A

& ¥V < v

<
PN

Y & ¢y &~ v

Y 2

S
1)

Y& ¥V < Y

65

Y & v & v

Yy vy o gy

Y 2

70

Y v ¢y o gy

76

mp

80

s3[H|

10

Yy & v o vy

Y 2

Yy &~ vy o v

Y 2

Y & v o v

Y 2

Y &~ ¢y & v

Y 2

Yy &~ vy o v

Y &y & v

Y 2

Y &~ ¢y & v

Y 2

97

Y &y o v

Copyright © Steven Light, 2014

All Rights Reserved



Triangle/Tambourine
2 Triangle/Tambourine

II. Buchimish

Traditional Bulgarian Dance

Tamb, (212242 + 3+2+2] Steven Light
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Triangle/Tambourine
Triangle/Tambourine 3

II1. Kanjat Me, Mama

Tradition Bulgarian Song

] /=80 Cantabile, expressively Steven Light
TACET
1
I'V. Gankino Horo
Traditional Bulgarian Dance
Steven Light

1 Vivo J =200 (D.C. optional)
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Glockenspiel Balkan Time

Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band

I. Jovano, Jovanke
Traditional Macedonian Song

Steven Light
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Glockenspiel
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2 Glockenspiel
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Balkan Time

Vibraphone
Macedonian & Bulgarian Folk Tunes for Concert Band
I. Jovano, Jovanke Traditional Macedonian Song
Steven Light
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IV. Gankino Horo
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Traditional Bulgarian Dance
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