Johnson State College

Classroom Observation Form

Based on the evaluation work of Charlotte Danielson and her research in Enhancing Classroom Practices

Student Name:______________________________________________
Date:______________________________________________________
Evaluator and Position________________________________________

	Planning and Preparation

This area can be assessed early in the semester as teachers are planning their units.

	

	Demonstrating Knowledge of Students
Student Teacher displays thorough understanding of typical developmental characteristics of age group and  learning activities are based on the different approaches to learning the students exhibit.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)
Recommendations:



	Selecting Instructional Goals – Value and Clarity 

Goals are valuable in their level of expectations and importance in learning.  The goals are clear but may include a few activities.  Most of the goals permit viable methods of assessment.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:
· 

	Designing Instruction

Learning Activities Most of the learning activities are suitable to the students and instructional goals.  Progression of the unit activities is fairly even.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Lesson and Unit Structure 

The lesson or unit has a clearly defined structure that activities are organized around.  Time allocations are reasonable.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Assessing Student Learning 

All the instructional goals are nominally assessed through the proposed plan.  The assessment criteria and standards are clear and have been clearly articulated to students.  Summative and formative assessments drive instruction. Assessment takes many forms.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	The Classroom Environment

	Managing Student Behavior
Standards of conduct are clear to all students and Student Teacher is usually consistent in follow through with consequences in maintaining positive student conduct in class.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Monitoring and Response to Student Behaviors Student Teacher is alert to student behaviors at all times and responses to student misbehavior is appropriate and successful or student behavior is generally appropriate.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Managing Classroom Procedures 

Tasks for group work are organized and groups are managed so most students are engaged at all times.  Transitions occur smoothly with little loss of instructional time.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Student and Student Teacher Interactions Student Teacher-student interactions are friendly, demonstrate general warmth, caring and respect.  Students exhibit respect for the Student Teacher and for each other.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Instruction

	Communicating Clearly and Accurately

Student Teacher directions and procedures are clear to students and contain an appropriate level of detail.  Student Teacher spoken language is audible and commands student attention. Student Teacher usually has full class attention when giving directions
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Quality of Questions 

Most of the Student Teacher’s questions are of high quality challenging students to make connections, transfer knowledge and make comparisons.  Adequate time is given for student response.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Student Engagement 

Most activities and assignments are appropriate to students and are meaningful to their learning.  Almost all students are cognitively engaged in the learning activities.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Student Understanding Lessons begin with an introduction explaining the goals and objectives of the lesson and how the assessments will tie in with the goals.  Assignments and procedures are also presented and aligned with the lesson goals.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Learning Activities 

Varied learning activities are included to reach the different learning styles of the students and the lesson activities do lead to a full understanding of the lesson goals and objectives.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Student Understanding 
Time is allotted at the end of the lesson to sum up new learning, discuss how the goals and objectives were met and to help clarify any confusion in the lesson.
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	Reflection on Teaching Student Teacher makes an accurate assessment of the lesson’s effectiveness and the extent to which it achieved its goals.  Student Teacher makes a few specific suggestions to modify and improve
	Evidence: (Observation of  behavior)

Recommendations:

· 

	General Comments: 

Recommendations:

Commendations: 

Follow Up:




